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Wen ts arrival of Doctor Prieſtley i in 
the United States was firſt announced, I 
looked upon his emigration (like the propoſed re- 
treat of Cowley, to his imaginary Paradiſe, the 
Summer Iflands) as no more than the effect of that 
weakneſs, that deluſiye caprice, that too often AC- | 
companies the decline of life; and which is apt, 
by a change of place, to flatter age with a renova- 
tion of faculties, and with the return of departed 
genius. Viewing him as a man that ſought repoſe, 
my heart welcomed him to the ſhores of peace, and 
wiſhed him, what he certainly ought to have wiſhed 
| himſelf, a quiet obſcurity. But his Anſwers to the 
Addrefles of the Democratic and other Societies at 
New-York, place bim in quite a different light, 
and ſubject him to the animadverſions of a public, 
among whom they have been induſtriouſly propa- 
No Man has a right to pry into his neighbours 
private concerns; and the opinions of every Man 


are his private concerns, while he keeps them ſo ; 


that is to ſay, while they are confined to himſelf, 
his Family, and particular Friends : But when he 4: 


makes thoſe opinions public; when he onee at- 
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; tempts to ale Debra, 1 it be in Reli- 
gion, Politics, or any thing elſe ; when he once 
comes forward as a Candidate for public Admira- 
tion, Eſteem, or Compaſtion, his Opinions, his 
Principles, his Motives, every Action of his lite, 
public or private, become the fair Subject of pub- 
lic diſcuſſion. On this principle, which the Doctor 
ought to be the laſt among Mankind to contro- 
vert, it is eaſy to perceive that theſe obſervations 
need no apology. : 

His Anſwers to the Addreſſes of the New-York 
Societies are evidently calculated to miſlead and 
__ deceive the People of the United States. He there 
- endeavours to impoſe himſelf on them for a Suf- 
ferer in the Cauſe of Liberty ; and makesa canting 
profeſſion of Moderation, in direct contradiction to 
the Conduct of his whole Life. 

He ſays, he hopes to find here, ce that Protec 
tion from Violence, which Laws and Government 
- promiſe in all Cy; but which he has not 
found in his own.” He certainly muſt ſuppoſe. 
that no European Intelligence ever reaches this 
fide of the Atlantic, or that the Inhabitants of theſe 


Countries are too dull to comprehend the ſublime. 


| events that mark his life and character. Perhaps " FRY 
ſhall ſhow him, that it is not the people of England 
alone who know how to USE the merit of Doc- 

tor Prieſtley. 

Let us examine his claims to our- compattion': : 
Let us ſee whether his charge againſt the laws and 


Sovermment of his Feen be Juſt, or not. 
EY SIS p On 


„ 


On the 14th of July, 1791, an uhruly ob 
aſſembled in the town of Birmingham, ſet fire to 
his houſe, and burnt it, together wich all it 00 


tained. This is the ſubject of his e e and 5 5 


the pretended cauſe of his emigration. The fact 


is not denied; but in the relation of facts circum- 5 


ſtances muſt not be forgotten. To judge of the 

Doctor's charge againſt his country, we muſt take 

a retroſpective view of his conduct, and of the cir- 

cumſtances that led to che e of his E 

8 perty. | 

It is about twelve years fades hs b to 5 
diſtinguiſhed among the Diſſenters from the eſta- 


bliſhed church of England. He preached up a 


kind oſ deiſm, which nobody underſtood, and 
which it was thought the Doctor underſtood full as 


well as his neighbours. This doctrine afterwards | 


aſſumed the name of Unitarianiſm, and the religi- 


eux of the order were called, or rather they called 


themſelves, Unitarians. The ſect never roſe into 
conſequence ; and the founder had the . mortifi- 

cation of ſeeing” his darling Unitarianiſm growing 
quite out of date with himſelf, when the French 
Revolution came, and gave them both a ſhort reſ· 
pite from eternal oblivion. 


Thoſe who know any ching at the Engliſh 


diſſenters, know that they always introduce their 
political claims and projects under the maſks of re- 


ligion. The Doctor was one of thoſe who enter- 
tained 8 of bringing about a Revolution in Eng- 
land 


3 


| . 6 1 3 
und upon the French plan: * for this purpoſe 
he found it would be very convenient for him to 
be at the head of a religious ſet, Unitarianiſm 
was now revived, and the ſociety held regular 
meetings at Birmingham. In the inflammatory diſ— 
_ courſes, called ſermons, that were delivered at theſe 
meetings, the Engliſh conſtitution was firſt openly 
attacked; and dodtrines were there held forth ſub - 
verſive of all civil and religious order. The -preſs 
ſoon ſwarmed with publications expreſſive of theſe 
principles. The Revolutioniſts began to form ſoci- 
eties all over the kingdom, between which a mode 
gf communication was eſtabliſhed, in perfect con- 
| _—— of the Jacobin clubs in Ftance. 
Nothing was neglected by this branch of the Pa- 
: in Propagunde to excite the People to a gener 
 Inſurretion. Inflammatory Hand- bills, Adves * * 
tiſements, Federation Dinners, Toaſts, Sermods, 
Prayers; in ſhort, every Trick that religious or 
political Duplicity could ſuggeſt, was played off 
to deſtroy a Conſtitution which has borne the 
Teſt, and attracted the admiration of ages; and 
d 0c eſtabliſh in its place a new 285 0 by 
themſelves. 

; The fourteenth of July, etal was. 40 too much 
note in the annals of modern Regeneration to be 
neglected by theſe regenerated politicians. A club 

of them, of which Doctor Prieſtley was a mem- 

ber, gave public notice of a feaſt, to be held at 
1 gs, in which — intended to celebrate 


© EY 


the French Revolution. Their endeavours had 
- hitherto excited no other ſentiments in what may 
be called the people of England than that of con- 
tempt. The people of Birmingham, however, 
felt; on this occaſion a convulſive moment. They 


were ſcandalifed at this public notice for bolding in : 
their town a feſtival ro celebrate events, which were 


in reality a ſubject of the deepeſt horror; and fee- 
ing in it at the ſame time an open and audacious 


attempt to deftroy the Conſtitution of their Coun- 


try, and with it their happineſs, they thought their 
underſtandings and loyalty inſulted, and prepared 


to avenge themſelves: by the chaſtiſement of the _ 


Engliſh Revolutionifts, in the midſt of their ſcanda- 
lous orgies. The feaſt nevertheleſs took place : 
but the Doctor knowing himſelf to be the grand 


Projector, and conſequently the particular object of 

. townſmens' vengeance, ſprudently kept away. 2 
The cry of Church and King was the fignal for the 
people to aſſemble, which they did to a confide- 


rable number, oppoſite the hotel where the con- 


vives were met. The club diſperſed; and the mob 
proceeded to breaking the windows, and other acts 
of violence incident to ſuch ſcenes; but let it be 


remembered that no perſonal violence was offered. 
Perhaps it would have been well if they bad vented 
their anger on the perſons. of the Revolutionifts, 


ceremony of tho horſe-· pond or blanker. Certaid it 


C.J 
zs, that it would have been very fortunate if the riot 
had ended this way; but when that many-headed 
monſter, a mob, 1s once rouſed and put in motions, 
who can ſtop its deſtructive ſteps! . _ 

From the Hotel of the federation, the mob pro- 
ceeded to Doctor Prieſtley s Meeting-houſe, which 
they very nearly deſtroyed in a little time. Had 
they ſtopped here, all would yet have been well. 

The deſtruction of this temple of ſedition and in- 
fidelity would have been of no great conſequence; 
but, unhappily for them and the town of Bir- 
mingbam, they could not be ſeparated before 
they had deſtroyed the houſes and property of 

many members of the club. Some of theſe houſes, 
among which was Doctor Prieſtley's, were ſitu- 
| _ ated at the diſtance of ſome miles from town; the 
mob were in force to. defy all the efforts of the 
civil power, and, unluckily, none of the military 
could be brought to the place, until ſome days 
after the 14th of July. In the mean time many 
ſpacious and elegant houſes were burnt, and much 
valuable property deſtroyed ; but it is certainly 
. worthy of remark, that, during the whole of theſe 
_ unlawful proceedings, not a fingle perſon was 
killed or wounded, either wilfully or by accident; 
except ſome of the rioters themſelves. At the 
end of four or five days, this riot, which ſeemed 

to threaten more ſerious conſequences, was hap- 
* pily terminated by the arrival of a detachment of 
Eo . „ ns 
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dragoons; : and nun alley was reſtored to the dif- 
treſſed town of Birmingham. 5 

The magiſtrates uled every exertion in their 
power to quell this riot in its very earlieſt ſtage, 
and continued ſo to do till the laſt. T he Earl of 


Plymouth condefcended to attend, and act as a2 
Juſtice of the peace: ſeveral clergymen of the a 
church of England alſo attended in the ſame ca- 


pacity, and they all were indefatigable in their 
endeavours to put a ſtop to the depredations, and 


to re-eftabliſh order and tranquillity. Every one 
| knows that in ſuch caſes it is very difficult to dit. 


criminate, and that it is neither neceflary nor juſt, 
if it be poſſible, to impriſon, try, and execute 


the whole of a mob. Eleven of theſe rioters 5 
were, however, indicted ; ſeven of them were ac- 
quitted, four found guilty, and of theſe four, two 


ſuffered death. Theſe unfortunate men were, ac- 


cording to the law, proſecuted on the part of the 
king; and it has been allowed by the Doctor's 


own partizans, that the proſecution was carried 


on with every poſſible enforcement, and even ri- 
gour, by the judges and counſellors. The pre- 
tended lenity was laid to the charge. of the Jury! 


What a contradiction! They accuſe the govern- 
ment of ſcreening the rioters from the penalty due 
to their crimes, and at the fame time they accuſe 


the jury of their acquittal! It is the misfortune of 


Doctor Prieſtley, and all his adherents, | ever to be 


inconſiſtent with themſelves, Fs | 
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After this general view of the riots, in which 
the Doctor was unlawfully deſpoiled of his pro- 
perty, let us return to the merits of his particular : 
caſe, and his complaint ; ; and here let it be recol- 
lected, that is not of the rioters alone that he 
complains, but of the laws. and government of 
his country alſo. Upon an examination of par- 
ticulars we ſhall find, that ſo-far from his having 
guſt cauſe of complaint, the laws have rendered 


him ſtrict Juſtice, if not ſomething more; and 
that if any party has reaſon to complain of their ex- 


ecution, it is the town of Birmingham, and not 


| Doctor Prieſtley. 


Some time after the riots; the Doctor 85 the 
5 Revolutioniſts who had had property de- 
ſtroyed, brought their actions for damages againſt 
the town of Birmingham, or rather againſt the 
hundred of which that town makes a part. The 


- Doctor laid his damages at 41221. 115. gd. ſter- 


ling; of which ſum 420. 1 56. od. was for works 
in manuſcript, which he ſaid, had been conſumed 


in the flames. The trial of this cauſe took up 
nine hours: the j Jury gave a verdict in his favour 
but curtailed the damages to 25021. 185. 0d. = 
was rightly conſidered, that the imaginary value 
of the manuſcript works ought not to have been 


included in the damages; becauſe the Doctor be- 
ing the author of them, he in fact poſſeſſed them 


ill, and the loſs could be little more than a few 


meets of dirty Paper. My if they were to be 
7 eſtimated 


IS | [ | 11 I | 
"a by thoſe he had publiſhed for cid years 


before, their deſtruction was a benefit inſtead of 
a loſs, both to himſelf and his country. This ſum 


then of 4201. 15s. od. being deducted, the da- 


1 mages ſtood at 3701. 165. gd. and it ſhould not 
be forgotten, chat even a great part of this ſum 
was charged for an apparatus of philoſophical in- 
ſtruments, which in ſpite of the moſt unpardon - 
able gaſconade of the Philoſopher,“ can be look- 
ed upon as a thing of imaginary value only; and 
ought not to be eſtimated at its coff any more than a 
collection of ſhells or inſects, or any e of ae 
frivola of a virtuoſo. 
Now it is notorious, that actions g 3 


are always brought for much higher ſums than 
are ever expected to be recovered. Sometimes 


they are brought for three times the amount of the 
real damage ſuſtained; ſometimes for double, and 


ſometimes for only a third more than the real 


damage. If we view then the Doctor's eſtimate 
in the moſt favourable light ;. if we ſuppoſe that 
he made but the addition of one third to his real 
damages, the ſum he ought to have received would : 


| * « You have 8 the moſt truly mw and uſeful 
apparatus of philoſophical inſtruments that perhaps any indivi- 
dual, in this or any other country, was ever poſſeſſed of, in my 
uſe of which T annually ſpent large ſums, with no pecuniary 
view whatever, but only in the advancement of ſcience, Joer the 
e of my country and of mankind.” 
f Tetter to the Inhabitants of Birmingham. 
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Ps no more Me Fg 176. _ whereas he 
actually received 25021. 185, od. which was 
356. os. 24. more than he bad a right to expect; 

and yet he complains that he has not found pro- 
tection from the laws and government. of his coun- _ 
try! If he had been the very beſt ſubject in 

England in place of one of the very worſt, what 
could the laws have done more for him ! Nothing 

certainly can be a ſtronger proof of the indepen- 
dence of the courts of juſtice, and of the impar- 
tial execution of the laws of England, than the 
. circumſtances and reſult of this cauſe. A man 
who had for many years been the avowed and 
open enemy of the government and conſtitution, 
had his property deſtroyed by a mob, who decla-- 
red themſelves the. friends of both, and who roſe 
on him becauſe he was not. This mob were pur- 
ſued by the government whoſe cauſe they thought 
_ they were defending ; ſome of them ſuffered 


death; and the inhabitants of the place where they 
aſſembled, were obliged to indemnify the man 
[whoſe property they had deſtroyed. 
curious to know what ſort of protection this reve- 
read Doctor, this © friend of humanity,” wanted. 


It woutd be 


Would nothing ſatisfy him but the blood of the 


"whole mob 7 Did he wiſh to ſee the town of Bir- 
. mingharn | like that of Lyons, razed, and all its in- 


duſtrious and loyal inhabitants butchered; becauſe 


 fome of them had been carried to commit unlaw- 
5 ful en nn their deteſtation of bis wicked 


pro- 


* 
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projetts ? 4 Biumiken air Has compArteD. 
. ame PRIESTLEY. BIRNAIxcHAM 1s No 
MORE.“ This I ſuppoſe would have fatisfied the 
charitable modern philoſopher, who pretended, and 
* who the Democratic fociety ſay did, < return to 
his enemies bleſſings for curſes.” Woe to the 


wretch that is expoſed to the benedictions of a 
modern Philoſopher. His * derire vengereſſe” is 
ten thouſand times more to be feared than the 
bloody poignard of the aſſaſſin; the latter is drawi 


on individuals only, the other is pointed at the 
human race. Happily for the people of Birming- 


ham theſe bleſſings had no effect; there was no | 
National- Convention, Reyolutionary Tribunal, or 


Guillotine in England. 


As I have already obſerved, if the Doctor had. 
been the beſt and moſt peaceable ſubject in the 


kingdom, the government and laws could not 


have yielded him more perfect protection; his 


complaint would therefore be groundleſs, if he 


had given no provocation to the people, if he 
had in .no wiſe contributed to-the riots. If, then, 5 


he has received ample juſtice, conſidered as an 
innocent man, and a good ſubject, what ſhall we 


think of his complaint, when we find chat he was 
himſelf the principal cauſe of theſe riots ; and that 


the rioters did nothing that was not perfectly con- 
ſonant to the principles he had for many years 
beet e to infuſe” int —_ minds? KIT 85 
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That he and his club were the cauſe of the 
riots will'not be diſputed; for had they not given 
an infulting notice of their intention to celebrate 
the horrors of the fourteenth of July, accompa- 
nied with an inflammatory hand- bill, intended 
to excite an infurrection againſt the government,“ 
no riot would ever have eben place, and conſe- 


quently its diſaſtrous effects would have been 
avoided. But it has been ſaid, that there was 


nothing offenſive. in this inflammatory hand-bill ; 
becauſe forſooth the matter of it (however in- 
decent and untrue) was not more virulent than 
Paine's Rights of Man, Mackintoſh's Anſwer to 
Burke, Remarks on the C onſtitution of England, 
Se. &c. which had been lately publiſhed with- 
out incurring the cenſure of government.” So; 


an inflammatory performance, acknowledged to 
be indecent and. untrue, is not offenſive, becauſe 
It. is not more virulent than ſome other perform- 
ances, which have eſcaped the cenſure of govern- 
ment! If chis is not a new manner of arguing, 
it is at leaſt an odd one. But this hand- bill had 
ſomething more malicious in it, if not more viru- 
Tent, than even the inflammatory works above 
mentioned. They were more difficult to come 
at; to have them they muſt be bought. They 
del e like reaſoning, the fallacy 


** This band bill was Sfonned by the club, and they 0 * red 


5 a 1 for apprehending the author; but they took c e to 
fend him to France before their advertiſement appeared. 


of 


— 


of which the government was very ſure would be 
detected by the good ſenſe of thoſe who took the 
pains to read them. A hand- bill was a more 
commodious inſtrument of ſedition; it was cal- 
culated to have immediate effect. Beſides, if 
there had been nothing offenſive in it, why did 
the club think proper to diſown it in fo cere- 
monious a manner? They diſowned it with the 
moſt ſolemn aſſeverations, offered a reward for 
apprehending the author, and aſterwards juſtified 
it as an inoffenſive thing. Here is a palpable 
inconſiſtency. The fact is, they perceived that 
this precious morſel of eloquence, in place of 
raiſing a mob for them, was like to raiſe one 
againſt them; they ſaw the ſtorm gathering, 
and in the moment of fear diſowned the writing. 
After the danger was over, ſeeing they could 
not exculpate themſelves from the charge of 
having publiſhed it, they defended it as an in- 
_ offenſive performance. 3 a 
The Doctor in his uſtificatory letter to the | 
people of Birmingham, fays, that the company 


were aſſembled on this occaſion * to celebrate 5 


the emancipation of a neighbouring nation from 
tyranny, without intimating a deſire of any thing 
more than an improvement of their own conflitution.” 
"Exceffive modeſty ! Nothing but an improvement ? 
AA FRANGOISE of courſe? However, with re- 
ſpect to the church, as it was a point of con- | 
{cience, . the club do not ſeem to have been al- 

4 | together 
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together ſo 3 in their deſi igns. . 


me, ſays the Doctor, in the ſame letter, , the 


Church of England which you now think you 
are ſupporting, has received a greater blow by 


this conduct of yours, than I and all my friends 


have ever aimed at it. They had then it ſeems 
aimed 2 blow at the eſtabliſhed church, and were 
f forming a plan for improving the conſtitution; 


and yet the Doctor in the ſame letter, twice ex- 
preſſes his aſtoniſhment at their being treated as 


the enemies of church and ſtate. In a letter to 
tbe ſtudents of the college of Hackney, he ſays, 
4. A Hierarchy, equally the bane of Chriſtianity and 


rational liberty, now confeſſes its weakneſs ; and 


be aſſured that you will ſee its complete reforma- 
tion or its fall.” And yet he has the aſſurance 
to tell the people of Birmingham chat their ſape- 
| 908k have deceived them in repreſenting him and 
his ſect as the enemies of church and ſtate. 


But ſay they, we certainly exerciſed the right 


of freemen in aſſembling together; and even if 
our meeting had been unlawful, cognizance ſhould 
have been taken of it by the magiſtracy: There 


can be no liberty where a ferocious mob is ſuffered 
to ſuperſede the law. Very true. This is what 


the Doctor has been told a thouſand times, but he 
never would believe it. He ſtill continued to 


bawl out : The ſunſhine of reaſon will aſſuredly 


chaſe away and diſſipate the miſts of darkneſs and 


error; and when FR. PWT of the le is in- 
ee 


5 


: „ FR 
| ſlid; or they feel themſelves eppes by 58 0 
ſet of men, they have the power to redreſs. the 
grievance.” So the people of Birmingham; feel- - 
ing their majeſty inſulted by 4 ſet of men (and a 
very impudent ſer of men too,) who audaciouſſy 
attempted to perſuade them that they were © alt. 
flaves and idolaters, and to ſeduce them from their 
duty to God and their country, roſe 10 redreſs the 
grievance. And yet he complains—Ah! ſays he, 
but, my good townſmen, 1 


**. you miſtake the matter 0 
* For in all 3 of this nature 55 
«© No man includes himfe/f, nor turns ** 
« The point upon his own concerns. 
Ab therefore he ſays to the people of Birming- 
ham: & You have been miſled.” But had they 
ſuffered themſelves to be miſled by himſelf into. 
an inſurrection againſt the government; had they 
| burnt the churches, cut the throats of the clergy, 
and hung the magiſtrates, military officers, and no- 
bility to the lamp-poſts, would he not have faid 
that they exerciſed a ſacred right? Nay, was not 
the very feſtival, which was the immediate cauſe 
of the riots, held expreſſiy to celebrate ſcenes like 
theſe ? to celebrate the inglorious triumphs of a 
mob? The fourteenth-of July was a day marked 
with the blood of the i innocent, and eventually the 
deſtruction of an empire. The events of that day 
muſt ſtrike horror to every heart except that of a 
= deiſtical philoſopher, and would brand with eter- 
GC”: 


5 © 0:6 | 
nal infamy any other nation but France; TY 


thanks to the benign influence of the Rights of 
Man, has made ſuch a progreſs in ferociouſneſs, 


murder, ſacrilege, and every ſpecies of infamy, 


that the horrors of the fourteenth of oY are al- 


ready forgotten, 


What we celebrate we mul approve ; and does . 
not the nian, who approved of the events of the 


fourteenth of July, bluſh to complain of the Bir- 


mingham riots ? „ Happily,” ſays he to the peo- 


ple of Birmingham, * happily the minds of 
Engliſhmen have a horror for murder, and there- 
fore you did not, I hope, think of that; though 


by your clamorous demanding me at the hotel, 


it is probable that, at that time, ſome of you in- 
tended me ſome perſonal injury.” Yes, Sir, hap- 
pily the minds of Engliſhmen have a horror for 
murder; but who will ſay that the minds of Eng- 


liſbmen, or Engliſh women either, would have a 
horror for murder, if you had fucceeded in over- 


turning their religion and conſtitution, and intro- 
ducing your Frenchified ſyſtem of liberty? The 
French were acknowledged to be the moſt polite, 


gentle, compaſſionate, and hoſpitable people in 


all Europe: What are they now ? Let La Fayette, 


Briſſot, Anacharſis Cloots, or Thomas pos | 


himſelf, anſwer this queſtion. 
Loet us ſee a little how mobs have added under 
the famous governments that the Decor ſo =” 


admires. 
1 "batt 
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I ſhall not attempt a detail 5 the horrors* cond- 
mitted by the cut- throat Jourdan and his afſo- 
ciates in Provence, Avignon, Languedoc, and 
 Rouſfillon. Towns and villages ſacked ; gentle- 
mens? ſeats and caſtles burnt, and their inhabitants 
- maſſacred; magiſtrates inſulted, beat, and 1 impri- 
ſoned, ſometimes killed; priſoners ſet at liberty 
to cut the throats of thoſe they had already robbed. - 
The exploits of this band of Patrigts would fill 
whole volumes. They reduced a great part of the 
inhabitants of the fineſt and moſt fertile country 
in the whole world to a degree of miſery and ruin 
that would never have been forgotten, had it not 
been ſo far eclipſed ſince, by the operation of What 
is in © that devoted country” called the law. 
The amount of the damages ſuſtained in property 
was perhaps a hundred thouſand times as great as 
that ſuſtained by the Revolutioniſts at Birming- 
ham. When repeated accounts of theſe mur- 
derous ſcenes were laid before the National Aﬀem- 
bly, what was the conſequence ? What the redreſs 4 
c We had our fears,“ ſaid Monſieur Gentil, ec for 
the priſoners of Avignon, and for the lives and 
Property of the inhabitants of that unhappy coun- 
try; but theſe fears are now changed into. a cer- 
tainty: the priſoners are releaſed; the country- 
ſeats are burnt, and Monſieur Gentil was called 
to order, and not ſuffered to proceed; after which 


- thefe precious © Guardians of the Rights of Man” 


paſſed a cenfure on him, for having landered the 
a2: 08 BG 


> 
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real friends of the Revolution. 
Does the Doctor remember having heatd any 


of Auguſt, 1792? Has he ever made an eſtimate 
of the property deſtroyed in Paris on that and on 


tion that followed the ſteps of that mob, with the 


done this, let him tell us, if he can, where he 
would now be, if the government of England had 
treated him and his friends, as the National Aﬀem- 
_ bly did the Sufferers i in the riots of the 1oth of Au- 
JE But perhaps he looks upon the events of 
that day as a glorious victory, a new emancipa- 


: 


1 puting with him about a name: he may call them 
'E the heroes of the roth of Auguſt, if he will: < The 
beoeroes of che 14th of July,“ has always been un- 

. derſtood to mean, 4 gang of blood-thirfly cannibals, 

from thoſe of the 10th of Augult. 5 

Will the Doctor allow, that it was a mob that 
murdered the ſtate priſoners from Orleans? or 
does he inſiſt upon calling that maſſacre an act of 


| WIRE: 


_ patriots. It is notorious that the chief of theſe 

cut-throats, Jourdan, has fince produced his hut- - 
cheries in Avignon as a proof of his civiſin, and 
that he is now a diſtinguiſhed character I" the 5 


thing about the glorious . of the 10th 


the following days? Let him compare the deſſruc- 


loſs of his boaſted apparatus; and when he has 


88 


tion, and of courſe will ſay, that 1 degrade the 
Heroes in calling them a mob, I am not for diſ- 


and I would by no means with to withhold the title 


e, and the actors in it the heroes of the 12th 


f 
683 
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5 Cs: But whether it was an at of ci- 
1 viſm, a maſſacre, or a victory, or whatever it was, 


5 I cannot help giving it a place here, as 1 find it re- 


corded by his country man, Doctor Moore: The 
mangled bodies,” ſays he, were lying in the 
ſtreet on the left hand as you go to the Chateau 
from Paris. Some of the lower ſort of the inha» 
bitants of Verſailles were looking on; the reſt, 
ſtruck with terror, were ſhut up in their ſhops and 
houſes. The body of the Duke of Briflac was . 
pointed out, the head and one of the hands was cut 
off a man ſtood near ſmoking tobacco, with his 
ſword drawn, and a human hand ſtuck on the point! 
another fellow walked carelefily among the bodies 
with an entire arm of another of the priſoners fixed 
to the point of his ſword! A waggon afterwards 


arrived, into which were thrown as many of the 


| ſlaughtered bodies as the horſes could draw] a boy 
about fifteen years of age was in the waggon, afliſt- 
ing to receive the bodies as they were put in, and 
packing them in the moſt convenient manner, with 
an air of as much indifference as if they had 


ſo many parcels of goods! One of the wretches who | 


| threw in the bodies, and who probably had aſſiſted 
in the maſſacres, faid to the ſpectators in praiſe of 
the boy's activity; „ See that little EI there; 
how bold he is!? 
4e The aſſaſſins of the 88 were a party 
who came from Paris the preceding evening, moſt 
of them! in poſt- chaiſes, for that purpoſe, and who 
| . 


— 


Eo} 55 my TRE is 
| attacked thoſe unhappy men while they rematoed 
| | in the ſtreet, waiting till the gate of the priſon, 2 
E which was prepared for their reception, ſhould be 
opened. — The detachment which had guarded the 
priſoners from Orleans, ftood ſhameful and paſſive 
ſpectators of the maſſacre.— The miſerable pri- 
ſoners being all unarmed, and ſome of chem fetter- 
ed, could do nothing in their ay defence ; they 
were moſt of them ſtabbed and a few, who at- 
_ tempted refiſtance, were cut down with ſabres. 
There never was a more barbarous and dal. 
tardly action performed in the face of the ſun.— 
Gracious Heaven ! Were thoſe barbarities, which 
would diſgrace ſavages, committed by French- 
men? by that lively and ingenuous people, whoſe 
writings were ſo much admired, whoſe ſociety 
has been fo mach courted, and whoſe. manners 
- have been ſo much imitated by : all the neighbour- 
Ing nations ?—This atrocious deed, executed in 
the ftreets of Verſailles, and the horrors committed 
in the priſons of Paris, wilt fix indelible ſtains on 
| the. character of the French ration. It is faid, 
| thoſe barbarities revolted the hearts of many of 
ue citizens of Paris and Verſailles, as much as 
| ' | they could do thoſe of the mbabitanrs of London or 
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Windſor. It is alſo faid that thoſe maffacres were 
not committed by the inhabitants of Paris or Ver- 

ſailles, but by a ſet of hired affaſſins.But who 

, hired thoſe afſaſſins? Who remained in ſhameful 


| | Ropor, anddaftardly inaRtvicy, while their laws were 
8 b inf ulted, 


* 
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inſulted, their priſons violated, and their fellow 
citizens butchered in the open freets? I do not 
believe, that from the wickedeſt gangs of highway- 

men, houſe-breakers, and pick-pockets, that infeſt 
London and- the neighbourhood, men could be 
ſelected who could be bribed to murder in cold 


blood, ſuch a number of their countrymen ln 


if they could, I am convinced that no degree f 
popular deluſion they are capable of, no pretext, 

no motive whaterer, could make the inhabitants 
of London or Windfor, or of any town of Great 
Britain, ſuffer ſuch dreadful executions to 18 1 : 
formed within their walls.” 

No; I hope not: yet I do not know what 5 
might have been effected, by an introduction of the 
ſame ſyſtem of anarchy, that has changed the airy | 
amiable French into a ſet of the moſt ferocious, in- 
human blaog-hounds, that ever da the a 
man ſhape. 

From denn like theſe, = mind: turns ber f 
relief and conſolation to the riot at Birming- 
bam. That riot, conſidered comparatively with. 

what Doctor Prieſtley and his friends wiſhed and 
attempted to ſtir up, was peace, harmony, and gen- 

tleneſs. Has this man any reaſon to complain? 

He will perhaps ſay, he did not approve of the 

French riots and maſſacres; to which I ſhall anſwer, 
" * that he did approve of them. His public celebra - | 

tion of them was a convincing proof of this; and 
if it were not, his ſending his ſon to Paris, in the 

8 midi 


F fas 1 


midi of them, to requeſt the honour of becoming | 
a French citizen, is a proof that certainly will not | 
be diſputed. If then we take a view of the riots 
of which the Doctor is an admirer, and of thofe 
of which he expreſſes his deteſtation, we muſt fear 
that he is very far from being that . friend of human 
happineſs,” that the Democratic Society pretend to 
believe him. In ſhort, in whatever light we view 
che Birmingham riots, we can ſee no ohject that 
excites our compaſſion, except the inhabitants of 
the Hundred and the unfortunate Rioters them- 
ſelves. 

The charge that the Doctor brings againſt his 
country is, that it has not afforded him protection. 
It ought to be remarked here, that there is a ma- 
terial difference between a government that does 
not at all times afford ſufficient protection, and one 

that is opprefive. However, in his anſwers to the 
New-York addrefles, he very politely acquieſces 4 
in the government and laws of England beingop-. | 
| preſſive alſo. Would he really prefer the proceed- 08 "2 
ings of a revolutionary tribunal to thoſe of a court 
of Juſtice in England? Does he envy the lot of his 
colleagues Manuel, Lacroix, Danton, and Chabot ? 
How would he look before a tribunal like that of 
the Princeſs de Lamballe, for example? When 
this much · lamented unfortunate lady was dragged 
before the villains that ſat in a kind of mock 
judgment on her, they were drinking eau de vie, 
to "the damnation of thoſe that lay dead before 
ET” Wo them. 


= de glad to exchange his poſt of deputy for — 2 


En, 7 t 25 1 

thei, Their itt ſdesdes were ticked ifs 
heir! elbows, aid their arms, h hands, aid elbo bows, 
and even the goblets Hef were drinking e ut of, 


mile 


were beſmeared” with hüman blood! 
queſtion” if the aſſafſin's ſtab, or even 105 . 
; Pang of death with all its contomitant bitterneſs, 
was half To terrible as the blooll freezing figh bt 
of theſe” hell hounds. Vet this was a court "of 
_ Jiiſtice; under that conſtittitibn, which” « the” 
friend of human happineſs” wanted to im :pdſe ot on, 
his countrymen ! Paine, in ſpeaking of the Engfith' 
1 government, ſays extltingly, and as he "fancies. 
wittily :: They manage thoſe things bet better in 
France.“ I fancy this boaſting "= repreſentative” N 
of twenty four millions of free men,” would now | 
of under ſhoe black to the meaneſt Lacquey at t. 
the court of London! Would he not with 755 
 excharige bis cachot, with me reverſie on of the, 
Guillotine into the bargain,” f r the darkeſt cell” 
in that very Baſtile, the del we of whie 1 
has ſo triumphantly and her6ically | ſang 
fate is a good hint to thoſe who" change a jes | 
every time . croſs the ſex” A man of” mT 
| countries, is a man of no country: and let all 
thoſe citizens of the world remember, that Pe "27 
who has been a bad ſothect! in his own Country; * 
chöügh from ſome latent motive he may be we "i 
received" in another, vill” ner er be either”; wrifted' , 
NR „„ e 8 — wo 
Er "> le 
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5 The Doctor, and his fellow - Iabourers, 3 have 
lately emigrated to Botany Bay, have been conti- 
nually bawling out“ A Reform of Parliament.“ 
The ſame viſionary deluſion ſeems to have per- 
vaded all reformers in all ages. They do not con- 
der what can be done, but what they think ought - 
to be done. They have no calculating principle 
to direct them to diſcover whether a+ reform will 
colt them more than it is worth or not. They do 
not ſet down to count the coſt; but, the object | 
= heing as they think deſirable, the means are to- | 
tally diſregarded. If the reformers in France had 4 
fat down to count the coſt, I do not believe theß 
were villains enough to have purſued their plan as 
they did. To fave the tenth part of their income, 
they have given the whole, or rather it has been 
taken from them. To preſerve the life of a per- 
fon, now and then perhaps unjuſtly condemned, 
they have drenched the country with the blood of 
the innocent. Even the Baſtile, that terrible mo- 
nument of tyranny which has been painted in 
ſuch frightful colours, contained but 2 ſtate 
priſoners when i it was forced by the mob; and the 
5 reformers, to deliver theſe two priſoners,” and to 
guard others from a like fate, have erected Baſ- 
tiles in every town and in every ſtreet. Before 
the Revolution there were only e ſtate priſoners, | 
there are now above two hundred thouſand. Do 
theſe people calculate ? d Certainly not.... They will 
not take man as they find him, and govern him 
upon 
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upon principles eſtabliſned experience; 4 they 
will have him to be a faultleſs monſter that the 
world ne er ſaw,” and wiſh to govern. him ac- 
cording to 4 ſyſtem that never' was, or can be 
brought into practice. Theſe waking dreams 
wotild be of no more conſequence than thoſe of. 
the night, were they not generally purſued with 
an unjuſtifiable degree of obſtinacy and intrigue, 
and even villainy; and did they not, being al- 
ways adapted to flatter and inflame the lower or- 
ders of the people, often baffle every effort of 
legal power. Thus it bappened in England in 
the reign of Charles the Firſt; and thus has it 
happened in F rance. Some trifling innovation 
2 always paves the way to the ſubverſion of a go- 
vernment. T he axe, in the foreſt, humbly be- 
fought'a little piece of wood to make it a handle; "i 
the foreſt, conſiſting of ſo. many ſtately trees, 
could not, without manifeſt cruelty, refuſe the 
« humble” requeſt ; bur; the handle once grant- , 
ed, che Hefore-coritemptible tool began to lay 
about it with ſo much violence, that in a little 
time not a tree nor even a ſhrub was ſtanding. _ 
That a parliamentary reform was the handle by 
which the Engliſh revolutioniſts intended to ef- 
fect the deſtruction of the conſtitution, need not 
be inſiſted on; at leaſt if we believe their own 
repeated declarations. | Paine, and ſome 1 - 


ny” expreſſed themſelves on this head : 
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or we Meng cautiqus while in b 


| ae ved in his aſylum,” he has .been' 4 


luge.,,more. yadiſguiſed. He days, the jaqubles 
in Europe are he patural offipring of the © forms. 
of government”, tha exift_chere3, and that che 
abuſes ſwing From, the *<artifeiat difinFions is 
ſociety.” I. muſt ſtop here a moment, to remark 
on. the i impudence. « this afſertion. 1s it not 


botcxious, that changing thoſe forms of govern- 


ment, and _defroying chaſe diſtip action in ſociety, 


bas introduced a all the rroybles j in Europe? Had 


the form of government in France continued 


what it had been for twelve or thirteen hundred 
Tes, world thoſe troubles ever have had an ex: 
ence ? To hazard an alſertion like ibis, a man 


muſt be an idiot, or be muſt think his readers lo. 


| — Ib. Was then the form of the Engliſh govern⸗ 
wet, 15 thoſe artificial diſtinctions, that is to 
5 lay, of of ing „ prince, biſhop, &c. that he wanted 
0 1 in order to produce that ** other. Hi 


en of Jberty,” which he bad been fo long dream- 
ing about. In his anſwer | to the addreſs. of © the 


| republican | natives of Great Britain and Ireland, 
refident at New York,” he ſays: The wiſdom 


and happineſs of republican governments, and 


. the evils reſulting from hereditary monarchica} 
ones, cannot appear in a ſtronger hght to you 
than they do to me; and yet this ſame man pre- 
ended an inviolable attachment to the hereditary 
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na ont of Great Britaiw! bes FE 
by way of vindicating the principles of his club to 

the people of Birmingham: The firſt toaſt 
that was drank, was, ** the king and conflitution.”. 
What! does he make a merit in England of having 
_ roafted that which he nbominaſes in Ame Alas! 


Philoſophers are but mere men. 17 


Ir 1s clear that a parliamentary W was * : 
che ohject: an after-game was intended; which 
= the vi vighapce: of government, and the natural 
good ſenſe of the people, happily prevented; 3 and 
the Doctor, diſappointed and chagrined, is come 
here to diſcharge his heart of the venom it has 
been long collecting againſt his country. He 
tells the Democratic ſociety, that he cannot pro- 


miſe to be a better ſubject of this government 


than he has been of that of Great Britain. Let 
us hope, that he intends us an agreeable diſappoint- 
ment, if not, the ſooner he N back: . 5 
tbe bette. | Rs 

 Syſtem-mongers are- an Urea nab ſpecies of 
martals ; time, place, climate, nature itſelf mult 
give way. They muſt bave the fame government 
in every quarter of - the globe; when perhaps 
there are not two countries which can poſſibiy 
admit of the ſame form of government, at the 
ſame time. A thouſand hidden cauſes, a thou- 
ſand circumſtances and unforeſeen events conſpire EE 
do the forming ak a Bovernment, It is al vays 
| | done 


C 30 1 
FE by little and: little. When completed, 
preſents nothing like a Alem: nothing oe a 
thing compoſed, and written in a book. It is 
curious to hear people cite the American govern-/. 
ment, as the ſummit of human perfection, while 
they decry the Engliſh when it is abſolutely no- 
thing more than the government which the kings of 
ö England eſtabliſhed here, with ſuch little modifi- 
cations as were neceſſary, on account of the ſtate of 
ſociety and local circumſtances. If, then, the Doc- 
tor is come here for a change of government and 
laws, he is the moſt diſappointed of mortals. He 
will have the mortification to find in his aſy- 
um, the ſame laws as thoſe from which he has 
fled, the ſame upright manner of adminiſtering - 
them, the ſame puniſhment of the oppreſſor, and 
the ſame protection of the oppreſſed. In the 
courts of juſtice he will every day ſee precedents 
quoted from the Engliſh law-books; and (which . 
to him may appear wonderful) we may venture 
to predict, that it will be very long before they 
will be ſupplanted by the bloody records of the 
revolutionary tribunal. Let him compare the 
government of theſe ſtates, and the meaſures they 
have purſued, with what has paſſed under the 
boaſted conſtitution that he wiſhed to introduce 
into England, and ſee if he can find one ſingle 
inſtance of the moſt diſtant reſemblance. In the 
abolition of; ;hegro ſlavery, for example, the go- 
wo vernments 


X 3 1 „ 
Kenne of. the United: Seits have not "ruſhed 
headlong into the mad plan of che National Con- 
vention. With much more humane views, with 
a much more ſincere deſire of ſeeing all mankind 
free and happy, they have, in ſpite of clubs and 
ſocieties, proceeded with caution and juſtice. Ja 
| ſhort, they have adopted, as nearly as poſſible, _ 
confitering the circumſtances and ſiiuation, the 
ſame meaſures as have been taken by the govern- 
ment which he abhors. He will have the further 
mortification to find, that the government here 
is not, any more than in England, influenced bx 
the vociferations of fiſh women, or by the 20 
and reſolutions of popular ſocieties. He 1 
however, have one conſolation: here, as well as 
there, he will find, that the truly great, virtuous, 
and incorruptible man at the head of govern- 
ment, is branded for an As ba thoſe "REF 
Ap. ä 
Happineſs Pag this cd of all 90 
ment, that which produces the moſt is 
quently the beſt; and compariſon being t 
method of determining the relative value 
things, it is eaſy to ſee which is preferable; t 
tyranny which the French formerly enjoyed, or 
the liberty and equality they at preſent labour 
under. If the Doctor had come about a year 
ſooner, he might have had the ſatisfaction of be- 
ing not only an ear, but an eye-witneſs alſo, of 

ſome 
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— che bleſſed effects of this celebrated revo 
tion! He might then have been regaled with that 
fight, ſo delectable to a modern uns TO 
opulence reduced to miſery, 

The ſtale pretence, that chi Lage ug dn the 
French has been the cauſe of their inhuman con- 
duct to each other, cannot, by the moſt perverſe 
ſoophiſtry, be applied to the iſland of St. Domingo. 
That fine rich colony was ruined; its ſuperb* ca- 
pita and villas reduced to aſhes; one half of its 
inhabitants maſſacred, and the other half reduced 
to beggary, before an enemy ever appeared on the 
coaſt. No: It is that ſyſtem of anarchy and blood 
that was celebrated at Birmingham on the 14th of 
July, 1791, that has been the wy of all chis 
murder and devaſtation. 77 \ 
Nor let the Doctor pretend that this cont not 
be foreſren. It was foreſeen and foretold too, 
from the very moment a part of the Deputies to 
the States General were permitted to call them- 
ſelves a National Aſſembly. In proof of this, 1 
could mention a dozen publications that came out 
under his own eye; but 1 ſhall conteht myfelf* 
with giving a ſhort extract from a ſptech in the 
Britiſh Parliament, which is the more proper on 
this occaſion, as it was delivered but a few weeks 
beſore the period of the riots-. The Americans,“ 
ſaid Mr. Burke, „ have wWhar was eſſertially ne- 
ceſſamy for freedom; they: have a of 
the 
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a good -· tempered Engliſhmen they were 
fitted for Republicans by a republican education. 
Their revolution was not brought about by baſe 
and degenerate crimes; nor did they overturn nw 
government for the purpoſes of anarchy; but 


they raiſed a republic, as nearly repreſenting oY | 
Britiſh government as it was poſſible, They did 


not run into the abſurdity. of France, and. by 
ſeizing on the rights - of man, declare that the na- 
tion was to govern the nation, and prince Pret- 
tyman to govern Prettyman. There are in Ca- 
nada many of the ancient inhabitants; will it be 
proper to give them the French conſtitution? In 
my opinion, there is not a ſingle circumſtance 
that recommends the adoption of any part of ns: 
© for the whole is abominably bad the production 

of folly, not wiſdom---of vice, not virtue; it con- 

tains nothing but extremes, as diſtant from each 


other as the poles---the parts are in eternal op- 


poſition to each other---it is founded on what is 


called the rights of man, but to my conviction 


it is founded on the wrongs of man, and I now | 
hold in my hand an example of its effects on 
the French colonies-<-Domingo,” Guadaloupe, 


and the other French iſlands, were rich, happy, 
and growing in ſtrength and conſequence, in 
ſpite of the three laſt diſtreſſing wars, before they 
heard of the new doctrine of the rights of man; 
os _ rights were n ſooner arrived at the 
. .. ĩ˙· 
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. than any ſpectator would have 8 
that Pandora's box had been opened, and that 
hell had yawned out diſcord, murder, and every 
miſchief; for anarchy, confuſion, and bloodſhed, 

raged every where; it was a general ſummons 
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When | the aſſembly heard of theſe diſorders, they ; 


i ordered troops to quell them ; but it proves that 
{| tze troops have joined the inſurgents, and mur- 
7 dered their commander, I look on the revo- 
dl | lotion. with horror and deteſtation; it is a revo- 
. lution of conſummate folly, formed and main- 
il ; tained by every vice. Ns 
1 But, perhaps, the Doktor 8 . dodies; : 
1 6“ his val labours for the good of mankind,” 
a | might. not leave him time to peruſe. the debates of 
bl Parliament; however, we may fairly preſume 
jy that he read the letters addrefled to himſelf; and 
N if ſo, he has read the following paſſage; « You 
all think that a neighbouring nation is emancipated 
f . 15 from tyranny, and that a company of Engliſhmen 
wil: may laudably expreſs their joy on the occaſion, 
9 Were your premiſes true, I would allow your 
6: ; 4 con. 
Wl 

[of i 5 ” 

Wil > 

Ul 
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concluſion.” Si let: us wait the event. Philo. 5 
ſophers ſhould: not be too credulous, or form 
their determinations too raſhly. It is very poſe _ , 
ſible that all the magnificent Ichemes of your _ 
auguſt diet in France may be ſucceeded by a Sons 
diculous, a villainous, or a bloody cataſtro 
Either he foreſaw the | conſequences IC. the 
French revolution or he did not foreſee them. If 
he did not, he muſt confeſs that his penetration 
was far inferior to that of his antagoniſts, and even 
to that of the multitude of his countrymen; for 
they all foreſaw them. If he did foreſee, them, he 
ought to bluſh at being called the © friend of hu - 
man happineſs;” for, to foreſee ſuch dreadful ca. 

lamities, and to form a deliberate plan for N „ 7 
bringing them upon his country, he muſt haves 
diſpoſition truly diabolical. If he did not foreſee 
them, he muſt have an underſtanding little ſupe- 
rior to that of an idiot: if he did, he muſt have 
the heart of a Marat. Let him chooſe. bs 
Kg ee pretty clear that he foreſaw the con- | 
= ſequences, or, at leaft, that he approves. of them 
for, as I have obſerved above, he ſent his ſon i as. 
France in the very midſt of the maſſacres, to re- 
queſt the honor of becoming a French citizen; 
and in his anſwer to the addreſſes at New York, . 
he takes good care to expreſs his dlſapprobation 
of the war purſued by his country (which he calls 
an ROGER becauſe its manifeſt tendency is to | 
E 2 1 . : 
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kit to reje& it. He claims, as an indubitable 


He had nothing to do with them. He ſhould 


* "op wy 1 


deſtroy that pen that ſyſtem. of anarchy which 
is the primary cauſe. Beſides, is not his emigra- 
tion itſelf a convincing proof, that his opinion ſtill 
remains the ſame? If he found himſelf miſtaken, 
he would confeſs his error; at leaſt tacitly, by a 


change of conduct. Has he done this? No: 
The French revolution is his ſyſtem, and ſooner 
than not ſee it eſtabliſhed, I much queſtion if he 
would not wah pleaſure ſee the 3 5 all the 
Ain e 

Even ſuppoſe his inked an inſt improve- 
ment had been the beſt in the world inſtead of the 


- worſt, the people of England had certainly a 


N 


right, the right of thinking for others, and yet 
he will not permit the people of England to 
think for (themſelves. Paine ſays, | What a 
whole nation wills, it has a right 70 do.” Con- 
| fequently, what a whole nation does not vill, 


it had a right nor 10 do. Rouſſeau ſays, « The I 


majority of a people bas a right to force the reſt 


to be ee; but even the © infane Socrates of 
the National Afſembly” has never, in all his abſurd 


reveries, had the folly to pretend, that a club of 
e malecontents has a right to force a 
Whole nation to be ee. If che Engliſh choſe to 

remain Slaves, Bigots, Land {dolators, as the 
Doctor calls them, that was no buſineſs of his: 
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have let them W and perhaps, in Aw Hike, 
the abuſes of their government would have come 
ro that natural termination,” which he truſts. 
c will guard againſt all future abuſes.” But 


| n0, faid the Doster, 1 will reform you—l vi 
enlighten you---I will make you free. You ſhall . - 


not! ſay the people. But I will! ſays the 
Doctor. By —, ſay the people, you ſhall 


2 8 not! de Aud zohen Ahithopel ſaw that Bis counſel 


was uot followed, be ſaddled his 4%, and aroſe, 
and gat bim home to his houſe, 70 bis city, and put 
dis houſehold in order, and han ged himfelf, aud died, 
aud was buried in the ſepulchre of his Yatheho 
I now beg the reader's company in a flight 
review of the addreſſes delivered to the Doctor by 
the ſeveral patriotic ſocieties at New Vork. « 
It is no more than juſtice to ſay of theſe ad- 
; dreſſes, that they are in the lump. diſtinguiſhed 
for a certain barrenneſs of thought, and vulgarity 
of ſtyle, which, were we not in poſſeſſion of, 
the Doctor's anſwers might be thought inimi- 
table. If che 8 parties 5285 lefs | OE one 


I. An Addreſs Ehen « the B Gh. * 
II. From the Tammany Society... 25 5 
1 III. From the ¶ ¶ciated Teachers. e 
IV. From the 5 Republican Natives LE Great Britain, — 
Ireland.“ | 1 5 
| Theſe addreſſes, WIS the anſwers to "Jun, Having all ap- : 
: Nee in 3 it wil be uſeleſs to give them at length | 


here, 


might * 


„ 
might. be tempted to think that the 2ddrefſes 
were dull by concert; and that, by way of re- 
taliation, the Doctor was reſolved to be as dull 
as they. Ar leaſt, if this was their deſign, no- 1 


body will deny but oy, have ſucceeded to ad- 


miration. 
The governments of the old world; ,” fay — 
| Den mtc, « are moſt of them now baſely 


| combined to prevent the eſtabliſhment of liberty 


in France, and te effect the total geftradtion, of 
the rights of man. 


What! The . of Man yet? 1 thought i 


. ie Liberty and Equality, the Rights of Man, and 
all that kind of political cant, had long been diſco- 
covered for the greateſt Bore in nature. Are there 
people, in this country, and people who pretend' 


. to poſſels a ſuperior degree of ſagacity too, who . 


are dolts enough to talk about French Liberty, af- 
ter. what they lee under their eyes this very day ? 
Is not every Frenchman in the United States obli- 
ged ro go to a juſtice of the peace, every two or 
three months, to have a certificate of reſidence? 


And muſt he not have his certificate ſworn to, and 5 
figned by four of the inhabitants beſides the ma- 


x giſtrate? And muſt he not pay for this too? And 
if he fails in any part of this. laviſh cereniony, or 


> goes into Canada or F lorida, is he not marked out 2 
for the Guillotine? An Engliſhman may come 
. when he will, . as lang a as | he PIs, 80 where 


1 


a. 
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he vil, and return when he will to his own cider; i 
without finding any law of proſcription, or confiſ. 
cation, iſſued 1. 25 him or Beal 1 Wien 
= moſt liberty? 
I thought no one would dun our cars ory = 
French liberty, after the decree which obliges . I 
every merchant, under pain of the guillotine, to 
make a declaration of all his property in foreign 
countries, and to give up his right and title of 
ſuch property to the convention; and not only 

make a declaration of his own, but of his neigh- 
bour's property alſo, under the ſame penalty It 
has long been cuſtomary to expreſs a deteſtation 
of the tyranny and cruelty of the inquiſition: but 23 
the inquiſition, in the height of its ſeverity, was — - 
never half ſo tyrannical as this decree. This is 
the boaſted © Gallic liberty.” Let us hear their 
| own definition of this liberty. Liberty,” ſays 
Barrere, in his report to the National Conven- 
tion, on the 3d of January laſt, Liberty, my 
dear fellow-citizens, is a privileged and general 
creditor ; not only has ſhe a right to our Property - 
and perſons, but to our falents and courage, and 
even to our thoughts. Oh Liberty! What a 
metamorphoſis haſt thou e in che hands of 
theſe political jugglers. h 
If this be liberty, may God in 1570 mercy con- 
tinue me the moſt abject ſlave If this be liberty, 

who will iy that the 1 did not do well in 

13 Hf rejecting 


[+49 . | 
— the Doctor s plan for making them free > 


The Democrats of New York accufe the allies of : 
being combined to prevent the eſtabliſhment of 
üÜberty in France, and to deſtroy the rights of man, 
when it is notorious that the French themſelves 
have baniſhed the very idea of the thing from 


among them: that is to ſay, if they ever bad an 


idea of it. Nay, the author of the Rig bis of Man 
and the authoteſs of the Rights. of . Woman, are at 
- this. moment ftarving in a dirty dungeon, not a 
kundred. paces from the ſandtum ſanflorum of 
| Kberty and equality; and the poor unfortunate 
Goddeſs # berſelf is guillotined |, So ee * 
en, and the rights of man. 


The Tammany ſociety comes FEED in boat 


ing oft heir . venerable anceſtors,”. and, ſays the 
; Doctor in his anſwer: Happy would our vene- 
nauble anceſtors have deen to have found, \&c." 

What! ü Were they the Doctor's anceſtors too I 
1 ſuppoſe he means in a figurative ſenſe ! But 


certainly, gentlemen, you made a faux pas in 


. talking about your anceſtors at all. It is always 
3 tender e and ought to be particularly 


N 


rations and incenſe of the devout” Pariſians, was guillotined 


Bot long ag. It is impoſſible to fay for what ſhe was exe. 
cuted, as the court by which ſhe was tried do not waſte their 


precions time in e ew PO IN to writing. 922 
| | 3 + avoided | 


EOS. Madame: "Herbert, who had the — 5 of repreſenting 
this Deity, and who received for a confiderable time, the ado= 


IS 
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Da avoided by a body of men © who diſdain the - 
ſhackles of tradition,” 
| You ſay, chat in the United States, « there ex- 
iſts a ſentiment of free and candid inquiry, which 
diſdains the ſhackles of tradition, preparing a 
rich harveſt of improvement and the glorious 
triumph of truth.” Knowing the religious, or 
rather the irreligious principles of the perſon to 
whom this ſentence was addrefled, it is ealy to 
divine its meaning. But, without flattery, your 
zeal ſurpaſſes that of the Doctor himſelf : he 
diſdains revelatios only; the authority of Moſes, - 
David, and a parcel of folks that nobody knows; 
but you diſdain what your fathers have told you; 
which 1 isthe more ſurpriſing, as, at the ſame time, 
you boaſt of your . venerable anceſtors.” People 
ſhould always endeavour to be conſiſtent, at leaſt 
when intereſt does not interfere. However, ſup- 
poſe che ſhackles of revelation and tradition both 
completely ſhaken. off, and the infidel unitarian 
ſyſtem eſtabliſhed in their ſtead ; what good would 
the country derive from it? This is certainly 
worth inquiry; becauſe a thing that will do no 
good, can be good for nothing. The people of 
_ theſe ſtates are, in general, induſtrious, ſober, ho- 
neſt, humane, charitable, - and ſincere ; dutiful 155 
children and tender parents. This is the cha- 
racter of the people, and who will pretend to ſay 
that the Goſpel, the belief of which has chiefly 
#448 ; 7d... 


Gf 7 — g 


om 


TT 


* 4 J 


contributed to cheir acquiring of this amiable 


character, ought. to be exchanged for the athe- 


iftical or deiftical doctrines of a Monvel or a 
Prieſtley ? For my part, I can fee nothing to fag 


duce vs to try the experiment; no, not even © the 


rich harveſt of improvement and the glorious t tri- 


umph of truth,“ that you ſay it promiſes. We 


know the truth e ; we want no improvement 


in religious knowledge; all we want is to practiſe 


better what we know; and it is not likely that 


our practice would be improved by Siftaining, the 


effects, we bave only to turn our eyes to that diſ- 
tracted country, where it muſt be allowed, even 
by yourſelves, the ſhackles of tradition are  ſuffi- N 
_ ciently diſdained. 

Doctor Prieſiley profeſſes to wiſh «k nothing 3 

but toleration ; liberty of conſcience, But let us 

ö contraſt theſe moderate and diſintereſted profeſſions 

with what he has advanced in ſome of his lateſt 


* 


155 aſſertion, i in his letters to the ſtudents of Hackney ; 


theory. pp.” £08 
You allow that a public and ſincere ſpirir of to- 


leration exiſts among us: what more is wanted ? 
If you were to effect a general diſdain of the ſhac- 
kles of tradition, perhaps the © rich harveſt” would 
| bea corruption of manners, diſcord, perſecution, | 
and Blood. The ſame cauſes generally produce 


the fame effects: to ſee and be terrified at thofe 


publications, I have already taken notice of the 


cc that 


1g) a 
4 9 


Bn "© 43 1 15 
do ther the eſtabliſhed church muft fall. * In his 
addreſs to the Jews (whom by the bye, he ſeems 


to wiſh to form a coalition with) he ſays; © all 
the perſecutions of the Jews have ariſen from fri- 


nitarian, that is to ſay, idolatrous Chriſtians.” 1do- 
latrous Chriſtians ! It is the firſt time, I believe, 


theſe two words were ever joined together. Is, 


this the language of a man who wants only tole- 


ration, in a country where the eftabliſhed church, 
and the moſt part of the diſſenters alſo, are pro- 
feſſedly 7rinitarians - He will undoubtedly ſay 


that the people of this country are idolaters too; 


for there is not one out of a hundred at moſt, 


who does not firmly believe in N W of =o 


Such a man complains of lot with 2 


very ill grace. But ſuppoſe he had been perſe · 


cuted for a mere matter of opinion; it would 


be only receiving the meaſure he has meted to 


others. Has he not approved of the unmerciful 


perſecution of the unfortunate and worthy part 
of the French clergy? men as far ſurpaſſing him 


in piety and utility as in ſuffering. They did not 
want to coin a new religion ; ; they wanted only 


to be permitted to enjoy, without interruption, 

the one they had been educated in, and that they 
had (worn in the moſt ſolemn manner, to con- 
tinue in to the end of their lives, The Doctor 
tags, in his addreſs to the Methodiſts, © You will 


3% F 2 judge 
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judge whether ! have not reaſon and Sctipture on 
my ſide. You will at leaſt be convinced that 1 
bave ſo perſuaded myfelf; and you cannot but re- 
ſpe& a real lover of truth, and « Are to bring 
"others into it, even in the man who is unfortu- 
nately in an error.” Does not this man bluſh 
at approving of the baſe, cowardly, and bloody 
_ perſecutions that have been carried on againſt” a 
ſet of men, who erred, if they did err at all, from 
an exceſs of conſcientiouſneſs ? He talks of per- 
ſecution, and puts on the mockery of woe: theirs 
das been perſecution indeed. Robbed, dragged 
from rheir homes, or obliged to hide from the 
fight of man, in continual expeCtation of the aſ- 
ſaſſin's ſtab : ſome tranſported like common fe- 
ons, for ever; and a much greater number but- 
chered by thoſe to whoſe happineſs their lives 
| had been devoted, and in that country that they 
loved too well to diſgrace by their apoſtacy | How 
| gladly would one of theſe unfortunate confcith- 
tious men have eſcaped to America, leaving for- 
tune, friends, and all behind him! and how dif- 
ferent has been the fate of Doctor Prieſtley ! Ab, 
Gentlemen! do not let us be deceived by falſe 
pretenders : the manner of his emigration is, 
of itſelf, a ſufficient proof that the ſtep was not 
neceſſary to the 9 of oh 8 
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3 ſay, he has < long di ifpntereſtedly laboured 
FE his country.” It is true he ſays ſo; but we 
muſt not believe him more diſintereſted than 
other reformers. If toleration had been all he 

wanted; if he had contented himſelf with the 
permiſſion of ſpreading his doctrines, he would 
have found this in England, or in almoſt any other 
country, as well as here. The man that wants 
only to avoid perſecution, does not make a noiſy 
and faſtidious diſplay of his principles, or attack, 
with unbridled indecency, the religion of the 
country in which he lives. He who ren . 
cution is s ſeldom en 


« The lifted ax, Fe agonizing 3 
Luke's iron crown, and Damien's bed of ſteel, 
* To men remote from pow'r but rarely known, 8 
e Leave reaſon, faith, and conſcience all our own.“ : 1 
Zut the Doctor did not want to be remote from 
power or profit either; for in his ſermon on the 
teſt laws, he propoſes © to ſet apart one chutiſi 
for the difſenters in every conſiderable town, and 
a certain allotment of 7i/hes for their raikiter,! 
proportioned to the number of diflenters ie 
diſtrict.? A vety modeſt and diſintereſted re- 
queſt truly! Was this man .ſeeking peace and 
toleration only? He winkte theſe facts are un- 

ee SS, known 


1 46 1 
known i in 1 After all his clamour anal 


tithes, and his rejoicing on account of their abo- 
licion in France, he had no objection to their con- 


tinuing in England, provided he came in for a 


ſhare. Aſtoniſhing diſintereſtedneſs ! 


In this country there is nothing to fear from 
the Doctor's diſintereſtedneſs; becauſe there be- 


ing no public revenue annexed to any worſhip 


Whatever, there is nothing to wrangle for; but 
from the diſſeminating of his deiſtical doctrine 


: there is much to fear. A celebrated deiſt in 


England ſays, that there can be no ſuch thing as 


an atheiſt; that it is impoſſible : for, ſays he, 
every one mult neceflarily believe, that ſome 


. cauſe or other produced the Univerſe ; he may | 


call that cauſe what he pleaſes—God, nature, or 
even chance; ſtill he believes in the efficacy of 
that cauſe, and therefore is no- atheiſt.” And, 
indeed, we ſhall find that deiſm is but another 
name for atheiſm, whether we conſider it in the 
© theory or in the practice. That we ſhould not 


be bettered by the introduction of deiſm or 


Elm. I think is a clear caſe. The fear of 


__ fear exiſted in France, there was ſome kind 


of manners, ſome kind of juſtice left; but ever 
ſince the deluded people have been taught, that 


Jeſus Chriſt was an infamous impoſtor, and the 


n of bim has been ee as eke 


trous, gs 


e Lord is the beginning of wiſdom.” While 
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trous,” the whole infernal legion ſeems to be let 


Jooſe amongſt 't them; and the nation N 


Find. Indeed Gone fach exarple was” - ect | 
to cure the world of the infidel' philoſophy of 
Voltaire, Rouſſeau, Gibbon, Prieſtley, and the 


reſt of that enlightened tribe. We are conti- 
nually exclaiming :againſt prejudice, without at- 


| tending to its effect on ourſelves, I am afraid 


prejudice in favour of the French Revolution, 
has led Americans to approye many things, which 


a few years ago they would have viewed with 
ite utmoſt abhorrence ; and that they would even 
now view with abhorrence in any other nation. 
And here I cannot help taking notice of an ar- 


ticle that appeared not many days ago in one of 
our public papers. The writer is giving a liſt of 
eminent perſons who have © arifen on the demo- 


cratic floor,” which he concludes with Marat, 


St. Paul, and Jeſus Chriſt. Is it not a moſt hor- 
rid blaſphemy to put the Son of God, the Prince 
of Peace, on a footing with the bloody author 
of the maſſacres at Paris and Verſailles ? I hop 
and believe, that ſuch blaſphemers are rare in 
| the United States, and the only way io keep 
them ſo, is for the people to reject unanimouſly 
every attempt to debaſe Chriſtianity, in what- 
ever hap and under whatever Ms it may 31 
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Ina the addreſs of %s the republican natives of bo 
Great Britain and Ireland, reſident at New. York,” 
we find a very extraordinary. paſſage indeed. But 
before we ſay any thing about this addreſs, it will 
not be amiſs to ſay a word or two about the ad- 
ll dreflers, I believe one might venture to ſay, 
4 that there are but very fan natives of Ireland 
| among them; becauſe, the emigrants from that 
| 
| 
| 


country, being generally engaged in agricultural 
te: purſuirs from their firſt arrival here, have not 
=. the time to form themſelves into political ſocie- 
= ties; and the words © Great Britain,” might pro- 
| ,  bably haye been ſupplied by one word. How- 
| ever, as the gentlemen have not thought this 
word worthy of a place in their addreſs; I can by 
no means think of introducing it here. But let 
| 0 ſee, what they ſay of themſelves : “ Afﬀer a | 
1 Y fruitleſs oppoſition to a corrupt and tyrannical go- 
vernment, many. of us, like you, ſought freedom 
and protection in the United States of America. 
We look back on our native country with pity and 
_indiguation, at the outrages that humanity. has 
Luſtained in, the perſons of the virtuous Mair, 
and his _ patriotic affociates.” We may then 
fairly ſuppoſe, that theſe republican natives of 
Great Britain and Ireland, 0 can be no other than 
the members of that renowned convention, of 
which the virtuous Mouir,” who is now for- 
tunately on his F to Botany Bay, was pre- 
Aiden. 5 | 
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The paſſage of their addreſs, alluded to above, 
is as follows: 5 Participating in che many bleſ- 
ſings, which the government is calculated to in- 
ſure, we are happy in giving it this proof of our 
reſpectful attachment. We are only grieved; that. 
a ſyſtem of ſuch beauty and excellence ſhould. 
be, at all tarniſbed by che exiſtence, of Haven in 
any fm; but, as friends to the equal rights of 8 
. we muſt he permitted to ſay, that we wiſh 

. theſe rights extended to every human being, be. 
his complexion what it may. We however look for- 

ward with pleaſing anticipation, to 4 yer, more” per- 
feſt fate of ſociety; and. from that love of liberty. 
—which forms ſo diſtinguiſhed a trait in the Ame- 
rican character, are taught to hope that this laſt, 
this worſt diſrrace to d free e will finally. 
and for ever be done away. . Theſe gen- 
tlemen are hard] ** landed in 185 Panel States, 
before they begin to cayil againſt, the govern-, 
N ment, and to pant after a more perfett Hate of. « S. 
ciety ! If they. have already. diſcoyered, that, the 
ſyltem is tarniſhed. by the very laft and worſt di I. 
grace of, a free. government, what may we not rea- 
ſonably expect from their future reſearches 2 If 
they, with their virtuous Preſident, had been 
landed in the ſouthern ſtates, they might have 
lent a hand to finiſh the great work, ſo happily. | 
begun by citizens Santhonax and Polverel. T bey 


_ rave Fawn” the itch of addrefling, petitioning, 
fn „ 5 


. 


and PO IE in their own country; let «Gi 


ſcratch themſelves into a cure; but do. not let 
them attempt ſpreading their diſorder, - - They: 


| ovghr to remember, . that they are come here, 


to ſeek freedom and protection“ for themſelves, 
and not for-others. When' the people of theſs 


. ſtates are ready for a total abolition of negro 
ſlavery, they will make a HHift t o lee the propriety” 


| theſe northern lights. In the 4 mean time, as the- 
convention cannot here enter on their lepiflative- 


functions, they may amuſe themſelves with a fable 


= that { have nd ep” the e for their Y 
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In a pe. er e's was well blocked Lich are 85 


of all ſorts, a diſcontented, ilt-formed pitcher un⸗ 


luckily bore the ſway. One day, after the morti- 


fying negledt « of ſeyeral cuſtomers, "gentlemen 


faid he, addreffing himſelf to his own brethren'in 


general, 5 gentlemen, With your permiſſion, we : 


are a ſer of tame fools, without ambition, without 


courage : condemned to the vileſt uſes, we ſuffer 
all withöut murmuring. e us dare to declare 
ourſelves, and we ſhall ſaon ſee the difference. 


= That- ſuperb ewer, which, like us, is but earth; 
= thoſe ang JAS, vaſes,” china, N in tore all 


thoke 


Mp * 2 * _ - 
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thofe elegant nonſenſes, whoſe colots and dn 


Ly have neither weight nor ſolidity, muſt yield to our 


1 and give place to our ſuperior merit.“ 
This civic harangue was feceived with wits of 


r and the pitcher; (choſen preſident) be. 
came the organ of the aſſembly. Some: however; 


more moderate than the reſt, attempted to calm the 


minds of the multitude. But all thoſe which are 


called Jordans or chamber · pots, were become in- 


tractable: eager to vie with the bowls and cups, 


they were impatient almoſt to madneſs to quit their 


obſcure abodes, and to ſhine upon the table, Kiſs 


the lip, and or nament the cupboard. 
In vain did a wiſe water jug (ſome ſay it was a 


platter) make them a long and ferious diſcourſe | 


upon the peacefulneſs of their vocation: Thoſe,” 


ſays he, who are deſtined to great pie 


the moſt neceflary. Our _pployments are. ex- 


— 
— 


gan to open their ears: Perhaps it would 


are rarely the moſt happy. We are all of the ſame 
clay, tis true; but he who made us, formed us for 


different functions. One is for ornament, another 
for uſe. The poſts the leaſt important are often 


tremely different, and ſo are our talents. 
3 his had a wonderful effect; ch moſt ſtupid be- 


Ve {pc-. 


ceeded, if a greaſe pot had not tried out 


4 cifive tone, You reaſon like an als ; to the des - 
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vil with you, and * filly bs: 
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Now the ſcale was turned again: All the hord 
of Jordans, pans, and pitchers applauded the 1225 
rior eloquence and reaſon of the greaſe pot. | 
_ ſhort, they determined on the enterprize ; iy a 
diſpute aroſe who ſhould: be chief: All would com- 
mand, and none obey. It was then you might 
have heard a clutter: pots, pans and pitchers, 
mugs, jigs and jordans, all put themſelves in mo- 
tion at once; and ſo quick and fo wiſely were their 
operations conducted, that the whole was ſoon 
changed not into china, but rubbiſh... f 
Let us leave the application of this F able to 
thoſe for whom it is intended, and come to the 
_ addreſs of ** the aſſociated teachers in 9 2 0 of 
New-York.” _ 155 
From the profeſſion of thoſe 8 one 
would have wiſned not to find them among the 
doctor's addreſſers; and it will be for thoſe who . 
employ the © affociated teachers” to judge bow far 
their approbation and praiſe of the writings of ſuch | 
a man'is a proof of their being calculated for © the 
arduous and important taſk of cultivating the hu- 
man mind,” They very civilly invite the doctor 
to aſſiſt them to. form the man; anck, in his an- 
Wer; he ſcems to hint that he may poflibly- Accept 
the invitation. All I can fay on this matter, is, if 
he ſfould embrace this profeſſion, I hope he will 
be exactly as ſuceeſsful in forming the man, as be | 


has Been in reforming . a | 
=- * LF 1 : Rk a 5 In N : 
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| Doctor obſerves, that ** claſſes of men, as well as. 
individuals, are apt to form 700. high ideas of their 


verified than in the parties themſelves. The Doc- 


of “e the intriguing politics and vitiating refine- 


ments of the European World,” I muſt ſay, 1 = 
think they know. but little of what paſſes in that 8 1 
world; or they never would have larded with ſuch 9 
extravagant eulogiums, productions which in ge- 1 
neral have been long explodet. 2, 
With reſpect to the Doctor's Nb reve 
ries, or, in other words, his ſyſtem of infidelity, I 9 
_ ſhall leave to himſelf the taſk of expoſing that to = 
the deteſtation of Americans, as it has long been = 
to that of the Engliſh: Of his ſcientific produc- = 
tions, I propoſe, in a lutle time, to give the public N 1 
a ſhort review; meanwhile I refer the curious reader = 
to the publications of the Royal Sociery, of 1791 4 
and 1792, and to Doctor Bewley's Treatiſe on Air. $i 
He will there ſee his ſyſtem of chemiſtry and natu- = 
ral philoſophy detected, expoſed and defeated 3 4 j 
and the. celebrated philoſopher” himſelf accuſed —* 7 | 1 
and convicted of plagiariſm. He will there find i 
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In the anſwer to the affociated teachers,“ the 


o˙ο importance. Never was a juſter obſervation 
than this, and never was this obſervation more fully 
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ror's ſelf-importance is ſufficiently depicted in the 
quotation that I have given from his letter to the 
people of Birmingham; and as for the affocia- 
ted teachers,” how familiarly ſoever they may talk 
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the key to the following ſentence ; et The rb. 


nage to be met with in monarchical governments, 
is ever capricious, and as often employed to bear 


don merit as to pr omote it, having for its object, 5 


not ſcience, or any thing uſeful to mankind, but 
the mere reputation of the patron, 0h is ſeldom any 


| judge of ſcience.” This is the language of every 


foured, peglected author, from a ſorry ballad- mon- 
ger to a doctor wich half a dozen initials at the end k 
of his name. | 

As to his talents as a writer we have only to 
Hex our eyes to be convinced that they are far 


. below mediocrity. His ſtyle is uncouth and ſu- 
| perlatively diffuſe. Always involved in minutie, 


eyery ſentence is a ſtring of parentheſiſes, 1 in find- 
ing the end of which, "Os reader is lucky if be 


does not loſe the propoſition: they were meant to 
Hluftrate. In ſhort, the whole of his phraſeology 


is extremely diſguſting ; to which may be added, 


that even in pont of grammar he is "ay pen 
incorrect. 1 


As a proof of what I have bas aſſerted, I 9 
give a thouſand ſentences from his writings ; but 1 


chooſe one or two from his anſwers to the addref- 


ſers, as theſe pieces are in every body's hands: and 
not to criticiſe unfairly, I ſhall rake the firſt ſen- 


f N 1 come at. tt runs thus : 8 


T EET. 3 95 8 Viewing 


CEL 


et Viewing with the deepeſt concern; ag you. 40, 


the-proſpet that is now exhibited in Europe, thoſe 


troubles which are the natural offspring of their 
forms of government, originating indeed in the : 
ſpirit of liberty, but gradually degenerating intg 
tyrannies, equally degrading to the rulers and the 
ruled, I rejoice in finding an aſylum from perſecu- 
tion in a country in which thofe abuſes have come 


to a natural termination, and produced another 


ſyſtem of liberty, founded on ſuch wiſe principles, 


as, I truſt, will guard againſt all future abuſes; 


thoſe artificial diſtinctions in ſociety, from which 


they ſprung, being completely eradicated, that 
protect ion from violence, which laws and govern- 
ment promiſe in all countries, but which I have 
not found, in my own, I doubt. not I ſhall find with 


you, though, I cannot promiſe to be a better ſub- 


ject of this government, than my whole conduct 
will üer ce 1 "re been 90 that of Great * ; 


tain.” -. 
This is. neither Pr 12 FORTS nor * h 
coups ; it is I preſurne the /iyle- entortille ; for one 


would certainly. think that the author had. racked oy 
his imagination-to, render what he had to ſay uning 
telligible. This ſentence of monſtrous length * 
cut aſunder in the middle by a ſemicolon, which, 
except that it ſerves the reader by way of ballin 55 
houſe, might be placed in any other part of the 
| ſentence to at leaſt equal advantage. In fact, 
"2 | | N this 


3 . : 7 4 
* k » 


x 17 
* A 
8 Lb 
2 1 
. 8 1 
: - 
E 7. 
> 115 
4 1 
* . 4 
5 5 4 15 
7 
on! 
1 
' 7 


— 


: , 1 Be CONTRA ITE, — 

— * F HIPY LO urTre TR SIR 

77 ͤ mer ny ig et per eo es 1 r 3 
Chad he Eds Sek kde Ct, ot 2 . MFI ar, N 


n 


— 
F 


"3 5 « W Ix 2 
— 1 y > ——— == « x 1 
- % r ——— — —— 
n NN ** : 
10 — * FR wm "WL 


o 


35 6 * 3 


455 i is not a fentence; it is a rigmarole ramble, 
that has neither beginning nor ending, and con- 
veys to us no idea, but the author's incapa- 


city. e 5 
e Viewing with the FER concern as you do, 


: the proſpect that is now exhibited in Europe, thoſe 


troubles which are the natural offspring of THER 
forms of government, &c.” What, in the name 
of goodnefs, does this mean ? Troubles is the only 
antecedent that can be found to their, and the ne- 
ceſſary conclu fion is, troubles bope their * 4 


| en roma 


The Doctor ſays, in his anſwer to the Tm 
ſociety, Happy would our venerable anceſtors, 
as you juſtly call them, have been, to have found 
America ſuch a retreat to them.“ It may, perhaps, 
de uſeful to the learned Doctor to know that he 
ovght to have faid, 5 'Happily- would our vene- 


rable anceſtors, as you juſtly call tkem, have been, 


to find America, &c.” 
I grant that there is great reaſon to betete, 


Sas the Doctor was reſolved to be as dull as his 


addreſſers; but 1 aſſert that it is impoſſible for a 
perſon accuſtomed to commit his thoughts to pa- 
per with the ſmalleſt degree of taſte or correct. 
ntfs, to fall into ſuch groſs ſoleciſms, or to tack 


Phraſes together in ſuch an awkward, home- ſpun 
manner. In ſhort, he cannot be fit for even the 


| poſt of caſtigator ; ; and therefore it is to be hoped 


3 N that 


. 57 J 


this: 2 OY * aſſociated. chr? p 
their importance”, by admitting bid 
them; that is to an except it be a ſcholar. __ 
There are many things that aſtoniſh- | 
addrefles; amongſt which the compaſſion that the 
addreſſers expreſs for that © infatuated” and, de- 
woted — Great: Pringle certainly; is not the 
leaſt. 
The Bates e wich A atred againſ, | 
_ tyranny. that would have become the worthy. ne- 
phew of Damien, or the great Marat himſelf, ſay, 
te The multiplied oppreſſions which characteriſe 
that government, excite. in us the moſt painful, - _ 
ſenſations, and exhibit. a ſpectacle as diſguſting in 
rfelfas diſhonourable to the Britiſh; nam. 
And what a tender, affectionate -concern. do 
the ſons of Tammany: expreſs: for tlie poor diſs 
treſſed unfortunate country of their © venerabls _ 
_ anceftvrs,” A country,” fay they; ee although 8 
now preſenting a proſpect frigluful to the eye f 
humanity, yer ance the nurſe of ſciences, of arts, 
of heroes, and of 'freemen.;; à echt which, 
although at profent. apparently aue. ld de- 
Aructius, we fondly hope may yet tread baik ths Labs 
of infamy. and. ruin, and once more! riſe- ae 
among the free nations of the earth.“ 

But of all che addteſſers none ſeem 0 9 — 
on chis ſubject as © the republican natiyes of Great 
Britain and. Ireland. While, fag the ve 
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look back on our native country "wick emotiong 
of pity and indignation at the outrages human 


nature has ſuſtained, in the perſons of the virtuous 8 
Muir and his patriotic aſſociates, and deeply la- 
ment the fatal apathy into which our countrymen 


have fallen; we deſire to be thankful to the 


great Author of our being, that we are in Ame- 


rica, and that it has pleaſed him, in his wiſe Provi- 
dence, to make theſe United States an afylum, 


not only from the immediate tyranny of the Bri- 
tiſn government, but alſo from thoſe impending 


calamities, which its increaſing deſpotiſm, and 
multiplied iniquities, muſt infallibly bring down 


on a deluded and opprefled people.“ What an 


enthuſiaſtic warmth is here! No ſolemn league- 


- and-covenant prayer, embelliſhed with the naſal 


fweetneſs. of the e was ever more af- 


f e co 1 J1- [ 


To all this he Doctor very PE Wt echoes 
back * figh for ſigh, and groan for groan ; and 
when the fountain of their eyes is dry, his ſupplies 


the place, and weeps for both.” 


There is fomething fo pathetic, 0 irreſiſtibly | 
moving in all this, that a man muſt have a 


hard heart indeed to read . and 1 not t burſt "ag 


* 
1 


laughter. 
In ſpeaking of Monarchies, it has often been 


lamented that the ſovereign ſeldom, or nev ar, 


hears the truth ; and much afraid I am, that this is 
equally 


1 


| equally applicable to . What court 
| Sycophants are to a prince, Demagogues are to 2 
people; and the latter kind of paraſites is by no 
means leſs dangerous than the former; perhaps 
more ſo, as being more ambitious and more nu- 
merous. God knows, there were too many of 
this deſcription i in America before the arrival of 
Doctor Prieſtley : I can therefore ſee no reaſon. for 
boaſtings and addreſſings on account of the ac: 
quiſition. 8 
Every one muſt obſerve, hi the Dodtor ho 
fallen at once into the tract of thoſe, who were 
already in poſſeſſion of the honourable poſt. 
Finding a popular prejudice prevailing againſt his 
country, and not poſſeſſing that patriæ caritas, 
which is the characteriſtic of his countrymen, he 
has not been aſhamed to attempt making his court 
by flattering that prejudice. I grant that a pre- 
judice againſt this nation is not only excuſable, 
but almoſt commendable in Americans; but the 
misfortune 1s, this prejudice expoſes them to de- 
ception, and makes them the ſport of every in- 
triguing adventurer. Suppoſe it be the intereſt of 
Americans 'that Great Britain ſhould be ruined 
and even annihilated in the preſent contelt ; - It 
can never be their intereſt to believe that chis de- 
firable object is already nearly or quite accom- 
pliſhed, at a time when ſhe is become more for- 
midable than "Ys in every quarter of the globe. 
| HS And 


EA 
And with reſpect to the internal ſituation of tbat 
country, we ought net to ſuffer ourſelves to be 
deceived by “ gleanmgs from Morning Chro- 
nicles, or Dublin Gazertes';* for, if we inlift 
that newſpaper report is the criterion by which we 
ought. $0 judge of the governments and ſtate of 
other countries, we muſt allow the fame mea- 
| flure to foreigners with reſpect to our own country ; 
= and then what muſt the people of England think 
of the government of the United States, upon 
reading a page or two nen n Pen of 

e 3 
e It js charitable,” ſays chis democrat, ec It is, 
charitable to believe many who figned the con- 
ſtitution, never dreamed of the meaſures taking 
place, which, alas! we now Experience. By this 
double government, we are involved in unneceſ- 
fary burdens, which neither we nor our fathers 
1 ever knew. Such a monſter f à government has 
ſeldom ever been known on eatth. We are obliged 
to maintain two governments, with their full num- 
ber of officers from head to foot. Some of them 
© receive tuch wages as never were heard of before 
nin any government upon earth; and all this be- 
| ſtowed {on Ariftocrats for doing next to norhing. 
3 A bleſſed revolution! a bleſſed tevolution in- 
| | deed! but farmers, mechanics, and Jabourers, 
g have no ſhare in it, we are the aſſes who mut 
| have the Honour of paying them all A any 
ade · 


— 
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(ny 
afiequale fervice.” Now let the impartial judge; 


whether our government, taken collectively, an. 
ſwers the great end of protecting our perſons uu 
property! or whether it is not rather calculated 
to drain us of our money, and give it to men 


who have not rendered adequate ſervice for it. 
Had an inſpired prophet told us, that the ings 
which bur eyes ſee, in the beginning of the re- 

volution, he might have met Jeremiah's fate; or 
if we had believed him, not one in a thouſand would 
baue refifted Great Britgin. ' Indeed, my country- * 
men, we are ſo loaded by our new governments, 
that we can have little heart to attempt to move 


under all our burdens; we have this conſolatiomn, 


when things come to the worſt, there muſt be a 
change, and we may reſt fatisfied, that either the = 
federal or Rate governments muſt fall. 

N gleanings“ like theſe were publithed in 
England, would not the people naturally exclaim, 


What! the boaſted government of America come 


to this already? The poor Americans are dread- 
fully tyrannized by the Ariſtocrats! There will 
certainly be a revolution in America ſoon! 2 . 
would be juſt as much miſtaken as the people th 
this country are, who talk of a revolution in 
England. | 3 : 
Neither ought we to ok upon the emigration 
of perſons from England to this country as a 


"0 proof of their being perſecuted, and of the tyranny 
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of he Engliſh government. It is paying Ame» 


rica a very poor. compliment, to ſuppoſe, that 
nothing ſhort of perſecution could bring ſettlers 


to its ſhores. This is, beſides, the . moſt unfur- 


tunate proof that could poſſibly be produced by 
the advocates of the French revolution: for if 


the emigration of a perſon to this country be a 
proof of a tyranny exiſting in that from which. 
he comes, how ſuperlatively tyrannical muſt the 


government in France be? But they ſay, thoſe 
who emigrate from France are ariſtocrats: they 
are not perſecuted; they emigrate becauſe they 
hate a free country. What! do they really come 


to America, becauſe they hate 4 free country? Did 


the governors of Martinico, &c. make a capitu- 
lation to be ſent here, 1o avoid going 10 a free coun- 
try * The Democratic ſociety will certainly oblige 
the world very much in explaining this enigma. 

am one of thoſe who wiſh to believe, that 


| foreigners come to this country from choice, and 


not from, neceſſity. America opens a wide field 


for <nterprize; wages for all mechanics are bet» 


ter, and the means of ſubſiſtence proportionably | 


cheaper than in Europe. This is what brings fa- 


reigners amongſt us: they become citizens of 
America for the honeſt gurpoſes of commerce, of 


turning their induſtry and talents to the beſt ac- 
count, and of bettering their fortunes. By their 
exertions to e themſelves, they enrich the 


fate, 


4 
S 


Ys 


N 6 
ſtate, lower che wages, and render the country ; 
leſs dependent upon others. The moſt numerous 
as well as the moſt uſeful are mechanics; per- 
haps a cobler, with his hammer and awls, is a 


more valuable acquiſition than a dozen philoſo- | 


phi-theologi-political empirics with all their boaſt- 
ed apparatus. Of all the Engliſh arrived in theſe 


ſtates” (ſince the war). no oue was ever calculated 


to render them leſs ſervice than Doctor Prieſtley ; 


and what is more, perhaps no one (before or ſince, 
or even in the war) ever intended to render them 
| leſs. His preference to the American govern- 


ment is all affectation: his emigration was not 
voluntary: he ſtaid in England till he ſaw no 
hopes of recovering a loſt reputation; and then 
burſting. with envy and reſentment, he fled into 
- what the Tammany ſociety very juſtly call “ ba- 
niſhment,“ covered with the univerſal deteſtation 
of his countrymen. 
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New Books printed for F. Stockdale, . Piccadilly, 
Perry's, New Pocket Engliſh Dictionary. 

3 Early in Decembet will be publiſbed, 

Moſt beautifully printed on a ſuperfine Wove Cream-totoured Paper, 

in a ſmall Pocket Volume, ola new Type caſt on purpoſe. for the 
Work, Hot preſſed, and embelliſhed iel aa Portrait of the Author; 

Painted by Bergnis, and engravęd by Birrell, Pride only 38 d. 

A NEW GENERAL DICTIONARY of the ENGLISH LAN- 


- GUAGE, containing Tuo Thouſand Words uſed by our beſt Claſpc 
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Authors, more than are tobe found in any Dictionary now extant; to 
which is added; the Heathen Mythology: a Liſt of the chief Towns in 
England and Wales; and prefixed, a comprehenſive i Grammar. 
By William Perry:—Be particular in aſking for Perry's Pocket Dic- 
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© -Inthe Profe, and in January will be publiſhed, Price-as. bent 
THE, NEW. STANDARD FRENCH AND ENGLISH PRO. 
NOUNCING DICTIONARY ; In Two Parts. By W. Perry. | 


— — ä — — | — 
Ie Homilics of the Church of England. 
n ibe Prefs," and in January next ll be publiſpbed, 
131 „ (ax sussc Air riox, ) So 5 
In 2 vols. 8 vo. Price to Subſcribers 128. in Boards, or to Non- Sub- 
r „ 1 SONDENS 4s i 8 > Rp 
DISCOURSES on SEVERAL SUBJECTS, containing the Sub- 
ſtante af molt of the Howtries of the CEurcn of ENGLAND, and 
' "fitted for the Chriſtian Inſtruction of the Community at large. By the 
Rev. Sir Adain-Gerdbn, Bart. A. M. Late of Chriſt Church, Ox- 
ford; and Rector of Hinxworth, Herts. ——Subſcribers Names will 
continue io be received at the Publiſher's until the Time of Publication. 
| £2 ——EA—— Ä. ————ů — — 
PROPOSALS FUR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, © 
Hs rok of the COUNTRY ROUND: MANCHESTER, in- 
chiding the Town and Trade of MANCHESTER, LIVERPOOL, 


And CHESTER. R 


In the Preſs, and in February will be publiſned, in One large Volume, 
Royal Quarto, Price 21. 2s. in Boards, or to Non-Subſeribers 
al. 128. 6d neatly printed on a Superfine Wove Paper, illuſt rated 
with a large Two Sheet Map of the Country thirty to ferty Miles 
round Mancheſter; on which will be accurately laid down all the 
Noblemen's and Gentlemen's Seats, Parks, Towns, Villages, Public 
Buildings, Manufactories; old and new Turnpike and Croſs Roads, 

- Rivers, Lakes, Bridges, and Canals;. and embelliſhed with ſixty 
Copper-plates of Views of Towns, Romantic Scenes, New and An- 
cieat Buildings, &c. taken on the Spot by E. DAYES, and five ſepa- 
rate Maps of the Counties of CuBSHIRE, LanCasniRe, DEerBY-' 

- _. SHIM, STAFFORDSHIRE, and YORKSHIRE, and a ſeparate Map to 

* , each Canal. "LR FTF tt pe She x 
A DESCRIPLJON r uE COUNTRY 

From Thirty: to Forty Miles round Mancheſter; 

1 Cor rAININxd by 

FT, A full Account of its Geography, both Civil and Natural, and of its 
principal Productions. | ö . | 


II. Accounts of its Towns and chief Villages; their Hiſtory, Population, 
-; = *Comuncrece, and Manufactures. OE et EG . 
III. Remains of Antiquity, Notes at diginguiſhed Families and Per- 
- _ - ſons, and other Miſcoſſaneous Obi Furious and inter eſting. 
IV. Hiſtory of the Catials. { e - 
.” THE MATERIALS TO BE AR £ANQED;/ {0 
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